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HORSES BOOST
KENTUCKY
TOURISM

IN 2010

Kore than hall a million
peaple attended the Alltech FEI
World Equestrian Games (WEG),
a 16-day equastrian event held
al the Kenlucky Forsa Park in
Lexington from September 25 ta
October 10, 2010,

The Games were composed
of World Championship competi-
fions in gight sports: dressage,
eventing, driving, Jumping,
vaulting. remning, endurance and
para dressage. According to the
official count, the WEG drew 752
narses and 632 athletes from
58 countrigs; wotal attendance
was 507022, including »olun-
teers and madia.

Othar equeastrian attractions
also drew crovds in Kentucky.

HOW'S THAT FOR
ENTHUSIASM? With the Warld
Equestrian Games, held last

fall at the Kentucky Horse Park,
equine events braught thousands
of visitors to Kentucky last year,

FFor the sixth straight
vear, fnc. magazine included
SmartFak Equine on its 2010
annuzl Inc. 500/5000 list, which
identifies the tog 5.000 fastest
growing privately held cempa-
nies in the United Stales,

Based in Plymouth,
Massachusetts, SmartPak in
1999 introduced ils patentad
supplement feeding systen,
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which delivers premeasured
daily cosas of feed supplements
and medications customized for
individual horses. Since then, the
company’s offerings have ax-
vanded to include rider apparel,
barn suppligs, tack and small-
animal products,

On fne’s 2010 list, SmartPak
was rankad at number 2,894
with revenues of $59 million and

SMARTPAK NAMED TO INC. 500/5000 LIST
FOR SIXTH STRAIGHT YEAR

a threa-year growih rate -
of 75 parcant. It was the only
equine-related business on
the list.

lo qualify for the list, a com-
pany must be neadquariered
in the United Stales, privately
held, for-profit and independent,
Companies are ranked based on
thair revenue growth over the
previous three years,

Attendance was 155,804 at the
136th Kenlucky Dearby in May,
despite davlong rain. It was the
sixth largest Derby crowd of all
time, and anly the 10th timein
the race's history that the crovid
has exceeded 150,000,

Evary thraes months the
Kentucky Tourism Council ident-
fies a Top 10 list of festivals and
avents for he season, based
on popularity and atiendance
as well as culteral significance.
Other harse-related evants
recognized on 2010 Top 10
lists inciuded

e the Kaeneland Race
Course Spring Meet, in
Lexingtan in April

e lhe Rolex Kentucky Three-
Day Event, in Lexington from
Aonil 22 to 25

e {wo Saddlebred shows:
the Lexington Junior Leagug
Horge Shaw from July 5 to 10
and the Shelbyville Harse Show
from August £ to 7

e the Krott County Fall Trail
Ride, in Hindman from October
¢ 3, which incluces three days
of guided trail rides through a
reclaimed mine site as wall as
food and music. '@

DO YOU HAVE
GOOD NEWS
TO SHARE?

If your horse organization

ar group has recently
enjoyed positive develop-

ments, share it with EQUUS

readers with a post on our

Facebook page.
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